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Getting Started!
Now you’ve registered, it’s time to think about FUNdraising! Whilst this is part of the 
challenge, it can also be lots of FUN and a great way to spread the word about the wonderful 
work of the charity you have chosen to support.

Here are some helpful hints to get you started on the road to fundraising success….

1. As a starter get in touch with the charity you have chosen to support. They will be delighted 
to hear from you and will want to support you in your fundraising efforts for them.

2. Set up your online giving page. We've teamed up with Virgin Money Giving - official 
fundraising partner of Nightrider, to help you raise even more for your chosen charity. Visit 
www.virginmoneygiving.com for more information. You can create a fundraising page and 
start collecting sponsorship in minutes.

Virgin Money Giving doesn't take a penny in profit so 
they can keep their charges really low.  As they also 
collect Gift Aid for free, the cause you're supporting 
could receive £37.42 in total for every £30 you're 
sponsored.

3. When asking for donations on your online giving page make it personal. Explain what the 
challenge means to you – how much training you will have to do and what the money means 
to the charity. Add a photo of yourself on your bike out cycling and tell people you were up 
at a 6am cycling on Sunday morning!

4. Ask your family and friends to sponsor you, try and get your favourite sister / rich uncle / 
best friend to donate a nice amount first, then others may follow their lead!

5. A great way to publicise your online page quickly and easily is across social media. Don’t just 
ask for sponsorship, explain why you’ve taken up the challenge, what it means to you and 
how their money can help your chosen charity. People will be interested to follow your story 
of training. 

6. If you’ve got an interesting story your local press may want to hear about it and this can 
boost your fundraising efforts. Get in touch with your story and a photo of you on your bike 
and don’t forget to make sure they include your online giving page link.

7. If you want a boost to your fundraising organising an event is a great way to raise a lot in 
one night. Quiz nights, football tournaments, karaoke nights all go down well and can raise 
£200+ in one day for you. 

8. An easy way to raise funds can be collections tins. You will need to ask your charity for 
sealed tins and follow any advice they give you. Always ask permission before you start 
collecting. Outside a supermarket on a Saturday, the train station at commuter time,  a pub 
on a Saturday night are all  great places to be.

9. Remember Gift Aid doesn’t form part of your minimum fundraising amount, but is extra 
funds for your charity.  

10. Be confident and don’t be afraid to ask – whether it is for sponsorship, for help 
with organising an event or local press. People will want to help you and help 
your cause. Have fun with your fundraising and just remember the cause you 
are helping. 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/


Social Media Tips

• You’ll find links across Virgin Money Giving to quickly and easily share 
your fundraising page on Facebook. For example, you’ll see a Facebook 
panel when you finish setting up your fundraising page, or sign into 
your account.

• Update your Facebook status with your Virgin Money Giving link so all 
of your friends see your link in their News Feeds. For an extra push, 
post your link on their walls.

• Ask friends to ‘donate’ their status update to you. Via their statuses, you can reach people you 
might not know.

• It is a good idea to ask people to sponsor you with a personal message like an email, but Twitter 
is a great way to send out updates and reminders.

• Use Twitter / Facebook / Instagram to share your Virgin Money Giving page – say what you’re 
doing and why people should sponsor you.

• Ask your followers / friends to retweet / share your link – so it reaches their followers too.

Fundraising is not just about asking for sponsorship, you can raise a lot of money by setting up an 
event, selling items and more. Think of your skills, interests and contacts and get creative. A few 
ideas to get you thinking…

• Empty your cupboards and ask your friends to do the same and do a car boot sale. If you have 
enough items to sell you could make this a regular thing.

• Sponsored slim – you could also join a slimming club and get the other members involved in your 
fundraising. This would also help with fitness at the same time.

• Ask work if they will let you hold a dress down or fancy dress day where employees pay £1 to 
come to work in their casual clothes or fancy dress.  Who knows, it could become a monthly 
event.

Event Fundraising Ideas

• Quiz Evening – Ask your local pub if they would donate the venue for a 
quiz night – maybe include some questions relevant to your challenge. 
Teams can pay to enter and win donated prizes.

• Cake sale – at your place of work, child’s school, at the pub – wherever 
you can! Don’t worry if you’re not a baker – ask friends and family to help 
you by donating cakes. 


